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Program Description and Justification
1. Identify the institution, degree and title of the program.
University of Oregon.  Master of Science in Prevention Science and Health Promotion (PSHP), Department of Counseling Psychology and Human Services, College of Education.
2. Describe the purpose and relationship of the proposed program to the institution’s mission and strategic plan.
This 2-year program is highly consistent with the UO’s mission to be a “comprehensive public research university committed to exceptional teaching, discovery, and service” through our focus on generating research in the area of prevention science, which has the goal of promoting well-being and preventing behavioral health problems in underserved populations. We are a research-intensive program, as evidenced by the research requirements for students in the proposed program and the grant and publication records of the program faculty (core program faculty collectively average approximately 20-30 publications/year, and approximately $5 million in external grant funding/year). Central to the proposed program is a commitment to engaging with and focusing on improving outcomes for high-risk and underserved populations and communities in the applied, community-embedded, and translational research of participating faculty and students. Consistent with the existing graduate degree programs in our department, and with UO priorities, we plan to recruit a highly diverse student population with respect to ethnicity, race, first-generation college status, age, gender, and sexual orientation.
Further, we will contribute to the “generation, dissemination, preservation, and application of knowledge” by training cohorts of scholars in the best evidence-based practices for promoting health and well-being, and giving them the skills to work with community partners to implement programs and practices in community settings, world-wide. Our proposed program is also consistent with the UO’s Cluster Hire in Health Promotion and Obesity Prevention, and will provide an academic home for College of Education faculty hired as part of the Cluster Hire. 
3. What evidence of need does the institution have for the program?
A national survey conducted by the Society for Prevention Research (Eddy, Smith, Brown, & Reid, 2005) indicated a high need for graduate level training in prevention science. However, to date only four other universities in the country offer master’s level training in Prevention Science: Two institutions offer masters degrees (i.e., University of Oklahoma: 1-year online; Harvard University: 1-year in residence); Colorado State University offers a specialization in prevention science that is pending approval as of this writing; and Emory University offers a prevention science track in their masters in public health.  We surveyed the existing master’s level programs and determined that there was a high demand for such programs. For example, The University of Oklahoma typically receives 70-80 applications and accepts 50-60 applicants, and Harvard admits 30-50 students per year. We anticipate a similar level of interest in our program. 
Further, we have seen the need locally within our own Counseling Psychology doctoral application pool. In our annual pool of over 200 applicants to the Counseling Psychology Ph.D. program at UO, we have over 100 applicants each year who do not have a Master’s degree when they apply to the Ph.D. program. These students are less competitive for admission into the Counseling Psychology Ph.D. program because they do not have sufficient clinical experiences. Over half of the Bachelor’s-level applicants who are not admitted into Counseling Psychology due to relative weaknesses in their applied clinical experience would be strong candidates for the M.S. program in PSHP, due to their prevention-focused research experiences and interests. The PSHP master’s program does not involve any clinical training.

Finally, the establishment of the Prevention Science Institute at the University of Oregon together with affiliated faculty who are among the leaders in the field of Prevention Science, and the forthcoming cluster hires in Health Promotion and Obesity Prevention, make the UO an ideal home for graduate programs in PSHP with ability to attract many prospective graduate students. 

4. Are there similar programs in the state?  If so, how does the proposed program supplement, complement, or collaborate with those programs?
There are no other Prevention Science graduate degree programs in the State of Oregon. The closest companion programs are OSU’s Master’s degree in Public Health and PSU’s set of Master’s degrees in their College of Urban and Public Affairs, in the School of Community Health: Master of Public Health (M.P.H.) degree with a concentration in Health Promotion; a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Health Sciences; and a Master of Science (M.S.) degree in Health Studies.  However, these programs are grounded in disciplinary foundations that are quite distinct from Prevention Science—and instead emanate from a public health focus that is health-focused and population-based (rather than family-, school-, or individual-focused). In addition, both the OSU and PSU programs have a field placement (internship requirement) and are guided by different membership societies with distinct journal and conference outlets. In comparison, the proposed PSHP degree is intimately intertwined with our mission as a College of Education to make educational and social systems work for all (https://education.uoregon.edu/dean-office/about-college), thus fulfilling a different niche than the mission of Public Health and Community Health programs.  We believe that the three programs will operate synergistically to help fulfill the vast need for additional workforce in Oregon and nationwide in the larger field of health and health promotion that each program differentially emphasizes. Further, our M.S. degree program will provide students with relevant training to be successful applicants into OSU’s Ph.D. in Public Health (which requires a master’s degree for admission), should students decide that a public health route in the direction they wish to pursue.
5. What new resources will be needed initially and on a recurring basis to implement the program?  How will the institution provide these resources?  What efficiencies or revenue enhancements are achieved with this program, including consolidation or elimination of programs over time, if any?
The proposed program is highly cost-effective because it builds largely upon existing coursework in our Counseling Psychology Ph.D. program and our one-year coursework in the prevention science M.Ed. specialization. Further, we will utilize new faculty in the Cluster Hires in Health Promotion and Obesity Prevention.  Only 4 new courses are proposed that do not already exist in our department. The new cluster hire faculty will be able to fill the additional teaching load.
All appropriate University committees have positively reviewed the proposed program.
Recommendation to the Board of Trustees of the University of Oregon
The Board of Trustees of the University of Oregon is asked to authorize the University to seek approval from the Oregon Higher Education Coordinating Commission for the establishment of an instructional program leading to a Master of Science in Prevention Science and Health Promotion, effective Fall 2016.
� Format and content consistent with HECC docket submission. Please also see our related program summaries for Ph.D. and M.Ed. degrees in PSHP.
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