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Interinstitutional Faculty Senate 
Resolution in support of Public Universities in the State of Oregon 
Date: May 16, 2025 

1.1 Whereas recent and escalating actions by federal governmental bodies pose a 
significant threat to the foundational principles of American higher education, including 
the autonomy of university governance, the integrity of scientific research, and the 
protection of free speech; and 

1.2 Whereas the federal government has targeted individual institutions with legal, 
financial, and political incursion designed to undermine their public mission, silence 
dissenting voices, and/or exert improper control over academic inquiry; and  

1.3 Whereas the federal government is actively censoring curricula, undermining due 
process, targeting scholars and students, and carrying out politically motivated 
detentions; and 
  
1.4 Whereas this has already resulted in the creation of oversight committees and 
offices to surveil intellectual and academic activities; and 
 
1.5 Whereas the public universities in the state of Oregon hold a longstanding tradition 
of academic collaboration, research excellence, and commitment to democratic values 
and shared governance; and 

1.6 Whereas four presidents of Oregon’s public universities signed the national A Call 
for Constructive Engagement issued by the American Association of Colleges and 
Universities and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, signaling a shared 
commitment to democratic principles and the public mission of higher education; and 

1.7 Whereas in light of increasing public scrutiny and political pressures on Oregon’s 
public universities, this resolution seeks to build upon such leadership through collective 
efforts to protect academic freedom and defend the public mission of Oregon 
institutions; and 

1.8 Whereas the preservation of one institution’s integrity is the concern of all, and an 
infringement against one member university in the State of Oregon shall be considered 
an infringement against all; and 

1.9 Whereas the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate consists of elected faculty from all 
public institutions of higher education in the State of Oregon.  

2.1 Be it therefore resolved that the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate calls on the 
presidents of Oregon’s public universities to demonstrate courageous leadership not 
only in words but through concrete, material actions that advance equity, protect 

https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-engagement
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academic freedom, strengthen shared governance, and invest in the faculty, staff, and 
students who are the foundation of public higher education. 

2.2 Be it further resolved that the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate urges the Governor 
of Oregon and the Oregon Legislature to demonstrate a sustained commitment to the 
state’s public universities by materially supporting their core academic missions, 
safeguarding academic freedom, and investing in the long-term vitality of public higher 
education as a public good essential to Oregon’s future. 
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Interinstitutional Faculty Senate 
Resolution in support of Sanctuary and Public Universities in the State of Oregon 
Date: May 16, 2025 

1.1 Whereas international students across the country, including in Oregon have had 
their visas revoked by the current Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and DHS is 
pressuring universities to disenroll students whose visas have been revoked; and 
students facing visa revocation are given fifteen days to determine whether to leave the 
US, a.k.a., “self deport;” and 

1.2 Whereas the current federal administration’s policies of mass deportations, threats 
of targeted deportations, and forced removals of noncitizens, international, and 
undocumented students and scholars have spread terror and fear in our university 
communities; and 

1.3 Whereas Oregon has been a Sanctuary State since 1987, committed to protecting 
the well-being, respect, and fundamental rights of all Oregonians; and 

1.4 Whereas in 2021, the Oregon State Legislature passed HB 3265, the Sanctuary 
Promise Act, reaffirming the state’s commitment under law, since 1987, to avoid use of 
state and local resources toward federal immigration enforcement activities. HB 3265 
ensures that “public bodies and Oregon law enforcement agencies cannot deny 
services and benefits… or inquire about immigration status” and prohibits local law 
enforcement and state entities from “gathering and sharing information with federal 
immigration authorities” or otherwise aiding or assisting federal immigration 
enforcement activities; and 

1.5 Whereas the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate consists of elected faculty from all 
public institutions of higher education in the state of Oregon.  

2.1 Be it resolved that the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate calls upon Presidents, 
Provosts, and other relevant administrators of Oregon’s public universities to work 
together and make explicit that, to the extent possible and legal, institutional resources 
will be used to protect immigrant, undocumented, and international students, faculty, 
staff, and visiting scholars whose wellbeing and continued affiliation with Oregon 
universities is at risk due to aggressively unwarranted federal immigration enforcement 
activities. 

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/
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