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University Senate Meeting Minutes 

October 29, 2025 

3:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

Via Zoom 
 

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page. 

 

Call to Order: 3:03 P.M. 
 

• Intro Remarks: Senate President Dyana Mason 

o We are aware of the national discussion regarding the proposed compact from the 

federal administration directed to higher education and have developed an 

amendment to the draft resolution regarding the UO Senate’s position on the 

proposal. You will see that amendment later during this meeting.  

o At the next UO Senate meeting there will be updates from Melynda Casement, chair 

of the Senate Budget Committee and a presentation on the new Elements software 

platform.  

o Julia Morrill – Associate Dean/Dir of Basic Needs 

▪ UO Basic Needs Program is collaborating with Episcopal Campus Ministries for an 

off-campus food pantry in case the government shutdown continues and SNAP 

benefits are not administered. 

▪ We have links on our website with additional resources and information for folks 

looking for ways to support our students during these challenges, including 

multiple links to our Basic Needs Assistance Form which can be filled out by 

affected students of concerned parties on behalf of specific students.  

▪ Information is being shared through Basic Needs website, UO Instagram account, 

in collaboration with the ASUO, and we are drafting an email to go out to all 

students. 

• ASUO Updates; Quadrian Gill 

o ASUO is still in the midst of our budget season and will have more updates on that 

soon. 

o We are drafting several resolutions, including one on solutions to improve the UO 

Code of Conduct process to make it more transparent and include more student 

input, and another on a Green New Deal for the University of Oregon. 

o Also, we are planning large town hall events we are calling State of the University to 

increase student access to information and encourage broader engagement with the 

university as a whole.  

 
 

 

Approval of the Minutes: 
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• October 8, 2025 
 

Minutes stand as approved.  
 

UO Pres Remarks:  
 
University Provost Chris Long 

• I would like to share a heartening quote from a recent Forbes article highlighting what 

they call the rise of the Vibe school in college admissions: “The University of Oregon 

attracts independent, creative students who value strong academic programs alongside 

opportunities to develop new ideas. Its ethos is forward-looking rather than traditional, 

with a culture that encourages innovation, leadership, and intellectual curiosity.” At a 

time when higher education is under attack, the UO remains a preferred academic 

destination with a distinctive campus culture that is widely recognized as purposeful, 

caring and cool.  

• Oregon Rising goals: we are experiencing a 4% increase in students taking 15 credits or 

more this fall, contributing to the goal of timely graduation. We appreciate the UO 

Senate’s work in streamlining registration holds and believe this has contributed to the 

progress we are seeing.  

• Curriculum complexity – it is important that we continue revising and refining our 

offerings to align with the changing interests of our students and we appreciate the UO 

Senate’s work , particularly around the new program proposals in development and 

coming your way for review this term.  
 

New Business: 
 

• Vote: US25/26-01: Procedure to Strengthen Shared Governance; Dyana Mason (Senate 
President, College of Design), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, Earth Sciences) 

 

Amendement approved with 31 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions 
 
Main motion – approved with 32 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions.  
 

• Discussion/Vote: US 25/26-02: Opposing the "Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher 
Education"; Dyana Mason (Senate President, College of Design), Edward Davis (Senate Vice 
President, Earth Sciences) 

 

Motion approved with 35 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions. 
 

• Discussion: US25/26-03: New Program Proposal - Masters in Data Science; Peter Ralph (Data 
Science) 

 
Brief introduction and discussion of program proposal. Motion will be brought back to a future senate 
meeting for a vote. 
 
 

Open Discussion: None 

https://senate.uoregon.edu/senate-motions/us2526-01-procedures-strengthen-shared-governance
https://senate.uoregon.edu/senate-motions/us2526-02-opposing-compact-academic-excellence-higher-education
https://senate.uoregon.edu/senate-motions/us2526-02-opposing-compact-academic-excellence-higher-education
https://senate.uoregon.edu/senate-motions/us2526-03-new-program-proposal-masters-data-science
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Reports:  
 

• Senate Budget Committee; Melynda Casement (Chair of SBC) 

o Meetings are public and records. Links to recordings are provided on the Senate Budget 

Committee webpage.  

o Next meeting scheduled for November 21. VPFA Jamie Moffitt will be coming back to 

finish her presentation on how the UO budget works, Board of Trustees reports, and 

long-term projects for ENG funds. We have other informational meetings scheduled and 

invite you to avail yourself of the opportunity to learn more about budget operations on 

campus. The intention of these meetings is to lay out a foundation of information so we 

know what questions to ask and how to build more transparency and accountability 

moving forward.  

o Please let us know if you have any topics you would like to see the SBC pursue.  

 

• Elements platform; Kate Morris (Executive Vice Provost for Academic Affairs), Hal Sadofsky 

(Senior Vice Provost, Academic Operations) 

 

Presentation postponed until a future senate meeting.  

 

Notice of Motion: None 

Other Business: None 

Adjournment: 4:59 P.M. 

 

Attendance:  

Present: Sandy (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Dyana Mason 
(Senate President), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President), Mathias Vogel, Eric Corwin, Anthony 
Hornof, Quadrian Gill, Kersey Bars, Erin McKenna, Katherine Donaldson, Elizabeth Peterson, 
Bob Choquette, Nicolas Addington, Beth Harn, Cole Stevenson, Nikki McClaran, Melynda 
Casement, Timothy Pack, Jay Butler, Yoav Dubinsky, Alejandro Vallega, Michael Dreiling, Daniel 
Miller, John Arndt, Kate Mills, Norma Kehdi, Kris Seaman, Becky Crabtree, Yasamin Vahdati, 
Annie McVay, Bella Hoffert-Hay, Andy Winden, Yizhao Yang, Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Spike Gildea, 
Ilana Umansky (sub for Jerry Rosiek), Rachel DiNitto, Dan Tichenor,  

Excused: David Cosottile, Daniel Dugger, Annie Draeger,  

Absent:  

Guests: Peter Ralph, Shannon Rose, Charlotte Moats-Gallagher, Kassy Fisher, Angela Chong, 
Chris Long, Karl Scholz, Ilana Umansky, Kody Kelleher, iPhone (245), Ron Bramhall, United 
Academics, David Mitrovcan Morgan, Jenna Adams-Kalloch, Julia Morrill, Maram Epstein, 
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Prissila Moreno, Kate Morris, Cy Abbott, Clare Kurth, Maggie Bosworth, Elliot Berkman, Cengiz 
Zopluoglu,  
 


