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University Senate Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2026
3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Via Zoom

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page.

Call to Order: 3:03 P.M.

· Intro Remarks: Senate President Dyana Mason
· Annual UO Senate and Committee service survey is open through March 6, 2026. Please consider your next service opportunity and encourage your colleagues to sign up, too. This work is vital to shared governance processes on campus. 
· Please check your email inboxes for the recent communication regarding Joint Office Hours with the UO’s campus trustees, to be held March 3rd. 
· ASUO Updates; Quadrian Gill
· ASUO will be considering a resolution on the formation of a LatinX Cultural Center. If it passes, it will be brought to the full UO Senate for review and potential endorsement, as well.
· There is interest in reviving the Oregon Student Association to bring together students from around the state and enable us to lobby collectively at the state level. 
· Together To Time event will be held soon to present Asian American history in immigration documents – Thursday, February 26, 2026 at 6 P.M. in the EMU Ballroom.
· Our 24-hour Library access will take place in the Science Library this term for enhanced studying in preparation for final exams. 
· AEC training; Kari DeVall
· Accessibility Ally Training will be held May 6, 2026. Please keep an eye out for the registration link that will be coming your way shortly. 



Approval of the Minutes:

· February 4, 2026
 Minutes stand as approved.

UO Pres Remarks: 

University Provost Chris Long
· During these times of economic uncertainty, with state funding that is already anemic, federal actions continue to threaten our core research and educational purpose, and student enrollment patterns shift beneath our feet – let us create spaces to deepen relationships, to build trust, and to reimagine what our university can be. 
· This work is already happening in conversations via conversations with the Senate Executive Committee, mtgs with department heads from across the university, and the recent Gather and Grow – a biannual event for the graduates of our Leadership Academy for Faculty and Staff.
· It’s rooted in three dimensions of wise action: values enacted leadership, shared purpose between faculty, staff and administration, and an honest and holistic culture of performance. The goal is to discuss these with you in more depth during the remainder of this academic year. I want to leave you with this thought: the true power of change lives in quiet moments of connection with colleagues and students, in the policies we write and revise, in the next email we send (or choose not to send), in the formative feedback we offer to students or colleagues, in the thousands of other opportunities we have to put the weight of our effort into meeting our deepest commitments and values, in those small acts of intention, in that cooperative work of community. 

New Business:

· Vote: US25/26-09: Revision to Policy: Rights and Privileges of Faculty Retired with Merit; Dyana Mason (Senate President, College of Design)

M/S/C – motion approved with 34 yeses, 0 no’s, 2 abstentions. 

· Vote: US25/26-10: House Bill 4124 and HECC Recommendations regarding Oregon's Public Colleges and Universities; Dyana Mason (Senate President, College of Design), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, CAS - Natural Sciences)

Motion to amend… add 2.6 THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Oregon Senate encourages the state and the HECC to find stronger and more substantial state contribution to the financial viability of our institutions of public higher education 
 
Amendment approved with 27 yeses, 0 no’s. 0 abstentions. 

Main revised motion – approved with 28 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions.


Open Discussion: None
Reports: 

· Digital Accessibility requirements; Nicole Commissiong
Slides

Notice of Motion: None
Other Business: None
Adjournment: 4:59 P.M. 
Attendance: 
Present: Sandy (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Dyana Mason (Senate President), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President), Beth Harn, Barbara Mossberg, Kate Mills, Quadrian Gill, Bella Hoffert-Hay, Daniel Dugger, Eric Corwin, Erin McKenna, Jay Butler, Katherine Donaldson, Jess Fisher, Becky Crabtree, Elizabeth Peterson, John Arndt, Kersey Bars, Kris Seaman, Matthias Vogel, Michael Tomcal, Nicolas Addington, Paula Ellister, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Raymond Frey, Sarah Quesenberry, Spike Gildea, Timothy Pack, Cole Stevenson, Yasamin Vahdati, Yizhao Yang, Yoav Dubinsky, Melynda Casement, Annie Draeger, Bob Choquette, Mark Fonstad, Peter Walker,  Chantelle Russell, Annie McVay. Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Michael Dreiling, 
Excused:
Absent: 
Guests: Allison Blade, Cy Abbott, Jenna Adams-Kalloch, Chris Long (Chris Long), Damien Callahan, Heather Wolford, Kari DeVall, Karl Scholz (University President), Kassy Fisher, Katy Krieger, Kimberley Coles, Kody Kelleher, Laurel Bastian, Maggie Bosworth, Presence O’Neal, Ron Bramhall, Saul Hubbard Shelley Watson, Sofia Benson-Goldberg, Trent Lutz, Gerard Sandoval (Faculty Trustee), David Hollenberg, Jameson Franken, Sarah Allen, Nicole Commissiong, Leslie Selcer, 
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