[image: ]

University Senate Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2026
3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Via Zoom

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page.

Call to Order: 3:03 P.M.

· Intro Remarks: Senate President Dyana Mason
· Call for faculty, staff, and students to partner with university leadership to demonstrate the value of higher education.
· UO is comparatively ahead in strengthening shared governance in comparison to other colleges and universities – let us continue to hone our strengths and participation.
· Quote: “In times of crisis, the wise build bridges; the fools build barriers.”
· Upcoming review of motions to establish a new committee and a set of proposed procedures to address significant academic changes (including the potential for reduction or closure of programs) – a big thank you to all who have participated in this important work
· ASUO Updates; Quadrian Gill
· ASUO election season has begun.
· The Affinity Org Liaison Committee (led by Senator Tyler Chisholm) is meeting with MCC‑affiliated clubs to clarify ASUO processes, especially around funding.
· Vote of No Confidence underway regarding:
· President Karl Scholz
· Board Chair Steve Holwerda
· Rationale for no confident proposal:
· Student concerns regarding distrust, treatment of student workers, divestment issues, campus heating system, ICE threat responses, etc. 


Approval of the Minutes:

· February 25, 2026
· March 11, 2026
Minutes stand as approved. 

UO Pres Remarks: 

University President Karl Scholz
· Enrollment remains uncertain until early May; competition for non‑resident students is intense.
· Enrollment management has:
· Overhauled admissions review (individual scoring, set release dates).
· Held 37+ national and multiple international recruitment events.
· Sent personalized communications.
· New Provost Undergraduate Research Assistantship will fund ~60 incoming first‑year students.
· Honors College expanded admission offers.
· Deans recorded personalized welcome videos.
· Positive classroom experiences are the strongest recruitment tool.
· Budget:
· UO is better positioned than many institutions due to:
· Stable research funding
· Strong philanthropy
· Solid in‑state applications
· Challenges remain; more clarity expected mid‑May.
· Any difficult budget decisions:
· Will not occur over the summer
· Will involve more consultation than last year
· UO Foundation funds are largely restricted; cannot be used to balance the operating budget.
· Athletics is financially self‑supporting and:
· Generates ~$649M in economic impact
· Returns ~$20M to the university annually
· Has restricted donor funds similar to academic philanthropy
· Redistribution of athletic revenue could reduce opportunities for Olympic‑sport athletes.
· Search for new VP for Research & Innovation nearing completion.
· Research expenditures expected to exceed last year.
· Second Knight Campus building opened.
· New deans appointed:
· Emily Tanner‑Smith, College of Education
· Regina Lawrence, School of Journalism & Communication

New Business:

· Vote: US25/26-11: Affirming ASUO's Resolution to Reform University Appeals Board; Quadrian Gill

M/S/C – motion approved with 15 yeses, 14 no’s, 6 abstentions. 

· Intro: US25/26-13: Allegations of Research Misconduct policy updates: Sheryl Johnson (Dir Rsch Compliance Services), Jessica Price (Office of General Counsel)

Brief introduction of proposal. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Intro: US25/26-14: Affirming ASUO's Resolution on Creation of a LatinX Center; Quadrian Gill

Brief introduction of proposal. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Intro: US25/26-15: Formation of AMAC Committee; Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, Chair of Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance)

Brief introduction of proposal. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Intro: US25/26-16: Proposed procedures for Significant Academic Changes; Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, Chair of Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance)

Brief introduction of proposal. Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

Open Discussion: None
Reports: 

· Updates from Government Relations Office; Trent Lutz, Jenna Adams-Kalloch

Session Overview:
· Short session focused unusually heavily on budget stabilization.
· State faced potential $750M shortfall due to federal tax changes.
· Revenue forecast improved; major cuts avoided.
Bills of Interest:
· HB 4125 – Higher education system study (UO participating).
· HB 4079 – Requires ICE activity notification on campuses.
· UO must define “campus,” designate verification personnel, and integrate alerts with Clery systems.
· Policies due September; implementation by Oct 1, 2026.
Funding secured:
· $2M for wildfire camera network (Oregon Hazards Lab).
· Licensure pathway for children’s behavioral health specialists.

Notice of Motion: None
Other Business: None
Adjournment: 5:17 P.M. 
Attendance: 
Present: Sandy (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Dyana Mason (Senate President), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President), Cole Stevenson, Chantelle Russell, Raymond Frey, Sarah Quesenberry, Alejandro Vallega, Bella Hoffert-Hay, Spike Gildea, Kari DeVall (subbing for Norma Kehdi), Daniel Dugger,  Anthony Hornof, Jay Butler Rachel DiNitto, Paula Ellister, Yoav Dubinsky, Barbara Mossberg, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Timothy Pack, Mark Fonstad, Kate Mills, Melynda Casement, Beth Harn, Erin Beck, Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Erin McKenna, Kersey Bars, Michael Dreiling, Yizhao Yang, Daniel Miller, Annie Draeger, Nicolas Addington, John Arndt, Kris Seaman, Annie McVay, Yasamin Vahdati, Bob Choquette, Miriam Chorley-Schulz (subbing for Matthias Vogel), Becky Crabtree, Andy Winden, Elizabeth Peterson. 
Excused:
Absent: 
Guests: Ron Bramhall, Gerard Sandoval, Kassy Fisher, Presence O’Neal, Sandee Bybee, Shannon Rose, OV, Lily Vuong, Kimberley Coles, Kody Kelleher, Audrey Lynch, Johnmartin Sherman-Lewis, Mayra Marin Muxeres, Diana (Programs Director for Mecha), Trent Lutz, Jenna Adams-Kalloch, Prissila Moreno, Luke Foshay, Alison, Jai Pandhoh, Chris’s iPhone, Charlotte Moats-Gallagher, Jessica Cronce, Cy Abbott, Molly Pendley, Dan Currier, Brayden Higley, Kate Morris, Reilly Norgren, Jimmy Howard, Saul Hubbard, Victoria Robison, Isabella, Mecha, Karl Scholz, David Mitrovcan Morgan, Lizzy Utterback, Jeff Schroeder, Chris Meade, Chris Long, Emily Moore, David Hollenberg, Laci Hutto, Sheryl Johnson, Martin Klebes, mjens, Keith Frazee, (LMA) Erick Iboy, Giovanni Bazan. 
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