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It is an honor to be nominated for Senate Vice President by current President Dyana Mason, Vice President Edward Davis, and Senate Parliamentarian Sandy Weintraub. I also recognize that Senate leadership entails substantial responsibility and challenge—particularly in the context of a structural budget deficit. In this context, financial resources are not separate from the academic mission—they shape its scope, pace, and success. Budget decisions are academic decisions. I have experienced this firsthand as Chair of the Senate Budget Committee and member of the Executive Committee and summer Task Force on Budget Reductions. 

I am standing for Senate Vice President because I see clear opportunities to strengthen shared governance through greater transparency, more accessible information, and more consistent and meaningful communication with university leadership. The Senate’s recent motions to establish the Academic Modification Advisory Committee and the Procedures for Collaborative Input for Significant Academic Changes are important steps forward, as are the Senate Budget Committee’s development of regular, transparent reviews of unit health and university financial expenditures. I will support effective implementation of these processes over the coming years. I will also advocate for clearer and more timely communication from both university administration and Senate leadership to ensure that the broader university community is informed and able to provide meaningful input. 

Professional Biography

I am a faculty member in the Psychology Department and the Center for Translational Neuroscience. I received my PhD in Clinical Psychology and Biopsychology from the University of Michigan in 2010 and joined the University of Oregon in 2016. I was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure in 2021. I am also a licensed clinical psychologist in the State of Oregon. 

My research evaluates the neural mechanisms by which sleep health contributes to mental health in adolescents and young adults. This research is currently funded by two NIH Research Project Grants (R01s) from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Sleep health and mental health are also the focus of my undergraduate and graduate courses, and my supervision of clinical practicum students. 

Relevant Experience

My university service is focused on governance, budgeting, and research infrastructure, all of which are central to the Senate Vice President role. I have served in the University of Oregon Senate since 2023, with increasing leadership responsibilities. Over the last year, I have chaired the Senate Budget Committee and been a member of the Senate Executive Committee, Senate Task Force on Budget Reductions, and Academic Council. My current university-level service roles beyond the Senate include the Research Advisory Board for the Office of Research and Innovation and the Faculty Advisory Board for the Lewis Center for Neuroimaging. 

Highlights of my professional service outside the university include scientific reviews for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and international foundations, editorial board membership for SLEEP (the premier sleep journal), and board membership for the Pacific Northwest Sleep and Circadian Network. Within my department, my most relevant service includes four years as an elected member of the Executive Committee, chairing a successful faculty search in Diversity Science, and serving on three additional faculty hiring committees and three promotion/tenure committees. I am also the Principal Investigator for two NIH R01 awards and have trained and supervised 8 doctoral students, 19 post-baccalaureate research assistants/associates, and over 37 undergraduate research assistants since joining the University of Oregon. 


 
