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University Senate Meeting Minutes
April 29, 2026
3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Via Zoom

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page.

Call to Order: 3:03 P.M.

· Intro Remarks: Senate President Dyana Mason
· Today’s agenda includes a discussion with Ben Cannon, Executive Director of the Higher Education Coordinating Commission of Oregon
· There will be continued discussion on the motion regarding procedures for addressing significant academic changes (example: potential program closures)
· The upcoming Senate meeting on May 20, 2026 will include an executive session to discuss awards.
· In person office hours have been moved to Tuesdays from 2 – 3 P.M. in Hendricks 247.
· ASUO Updates; Quadrian Gill
· Updates to student tickets system
· Prioritized based on seniority
· Includes resale marketplace capped at $75.00
· Town hall held on medication abortion, services secured for campus
· Speaker series launched with a focus on contemporary social/political topics
· Continued advocacy for the LatinX Center resolution on the senate agenda today, which is the next step in the process towards solidifying support and resources to make it a reality.
· Guest Presentation & Discussion; Ben Cannon (Executive Director of Higher Education Coordinating Commission of Oregon)
· House Bill 4124 mandates a statewide higher education system study with focus areas: 
· Institutional structure
· Mission alignment
· Efficiency and sustainability
· Oregon higher education faces:
· Declining enrollment pipeline (demographics)
· Rising costs
· Flat state funding
· Potential risks:
· Institutional instability (particularly for smaller universities)
· Study Objectives: 
· Evaluate:
· System structure and coordination
· Program duplication or alignment
· Role of community colleges vs universities
· Timeline:
· Interim report: October (limited scope)
· Final report: April 2027
· Will include:
· Faculty, student, and stakeholder input
· Advisory groups and public forums
· Heavy reliance on external consultants as HECC doesn’t have the staff or resources to conduct such an intensive study


Approval of the Minutes:

· April 8, 2026
Minutes stand as approved. 

UO Pres Remarks: 

University Provost Chris Long
· Last week spoke at the Officers of Administration Spring Symposium about the uncertainty we are facing and living – next fall’s enrollment, our budget, the future actions of the federation administration. This uncertainty creates fear and anger - - which we must counter with hope. 
· In March, spoke about values-enacted leadership. Today, the focus is on shared purpose and solidarity between faculty and administrative leadership. In May, the goal is to talk about creating a more honest, holistic culture of performance review. “Solidarity” as it relates to a sense of mutual obligation and joint responsibility.
· In the current context, solidarity must be rooted in trust. Shared leadership requires shared responsibility – a willingness to confront things as they are, and not as we might wish them to be – which requires openness, and a willingness to engage in difficult discussions about our future, even when that dialogue is uncomfortable. 
· There is promise in the work undertaken by the Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance this year and we look forward to working with the newly proposed AMAC committee, a group designed to create the structures and habits needed to engage in meaningful consultation and deliberation in potential future budget discussions.
· Congratulations to Dr. Kate McLaughlin (Executive Director of the Ballmer Institute), and Dr. Lynn Stephen (distinguished professor of Anthropology) for their elections to the American Academy of Arts & Sciences.
· New Fulbright winners: 
· Nancy Chang, Architecture
· Megan Koons, Center for Brain Injury Research
· Reza Rejaie, Computer Science
· New Goldwater Scholar: Arman Hajar

New Business:

· Vote: US25/26-13: Revision: Allegations of Research Misconduct policy; Dyana Mason (Senate President, College of Design)

M/S/C – motion approved with 29 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions. 

· Vote: US25/26-14: Affirming ASUO's Resolution for a LatinX Center; Senator Gill (ASUO), Senator Hoffert-Hay (ASUO), Senator Stevenson (ASUO), Senator Fisher (ASUO), Senator Taylor (ASUO)

M/S/C – motion approved with 33 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions

· Continued Discussion: US25/26-15: Formation of the Academic Modification Advisory Committee; Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, Chair of Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance)

Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Continued Discussion: US25/26-16: Procedures for Collaborative Input for Significant Academic Changes at the University of Oregon; Edward Davis (Senate Vice President, Chair of Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance) 

Motion will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Intro: US25/26-17: Placeholder Grade; Kate Mills (Chair of Academic Council)

Open Discussion: None
Reports: None
Notice of Motion: 
· Liz Tippett – revise Sabbatical policy
· Two new Motions (Pedro, Kate Mills): 
· 1. Recommendation to protect the University of Oregon Libraries role in the UO’s educational, research, and service mission 
· 2. “Statewide Restricted‑Gift Levy”

Other Business: None
Adjournment: 4:59 P.M. 
Attendance: 
Present: Sandy Weintraub (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Dyana Mason (Senate President), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President), Cole Stevenson, Chantelle Russell, Norma Kehdi, Bella Hoffert-Hay, Alejandro Vallega, Spike Gildea, John Arndt, Daniel Dugger, Paula Ellister, Anthony Hornof, Jerry Rosiek, Rachel DiNitto, Yoav Dubinsky, Barbara Mossberg, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Eric Corwin, Timothy Pack, Mark Fonstad, Kate Mills, Melynda Casement, Beth Harn, Bob Choquette, Quadrian Gill, Dan Tichenor, Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Erin McKenna, Kersey Bars, Michael Dreiling, Annie Dreager, Nicolas Addington, Kris Seaman, Annie McVay, Yasamin Vahdati, Katherine Donaldson, Benjamin Riesenberg (subbing for Elizabeth Peterson), Becky Crabtree, Andy Winden. 

Excused:
Absent: 
Guests: Ron Bramhall, Kassy Fisher, Jessica Price, Ben Cannon (Executive Director of HECC), Kimberley Coles, Kody Kelleher, Orli Oren Kolbinger, Audrey Lynch, Michael Moffitt, Kayla Champaigne, Heather Wolford, Charlotte Moats-Gallagher, Jai Pandhoh, Allison Blade, Kevin Reed, Linda Gatton, Cy Abbott, Molly Pendley, Shelley Watson, Brayden Higley, Jimmy Howard, Gerard Sandoval, Mandy Gettler Brown, Jasmine Samara, Liz Tippett, Saul Hubbard, Jeff Schroeder, Chris Long, Nathan Whalen, Cristina Negoita, Sheryl Johnson, Kristy Hammond, Shannon Rose, Becky Girvan, Prissila Moreno. 
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