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University Senate Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2026
3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Via Zoom

Attendance can be found at the bottom of the page.

Call to Order: 3:04 P.M.

· Intro Remarks: Senate President Dyana Mason 
· Referenced the announcement of a $65 million budget shortfall, noting this reflects broader challenges across higher education 
· Noted contributing factors, including: 
· Changes in the enrollment pipeline
· Federal policy barriers impacting student access
· Reductions in research funding
· Referenced discussion at the Inter-Institutional Faculty Senate meeting (May 2026) regarding similar challenges across Oregon institutions 
· Acknowledged uncertainty across the university community since last summer 
· Emphasized the importance of shared governance, transparency, and collaboration in institutional decision-making 
· Encouraged engagement in identifying institutional strengths, minimizing disruption, and planning for the future 
· Highlighted the United Academics trust survey, shared via chat
· ASUO Updates; Cole Stevenson
· Final event in the Socialist Speaker Series scheduled for May 22, 2026 (Straub 156) 
· Reaffirmed student concerns regarding: 
· Student autonomy
· Impacts on IFE-supported and fee-funded programs
· Announced ASUO has joined the United States Student Association (USSA) 
· Noted final ASUO Senate meeting upcoming and transition to new student leadership

Approval of the Minutes:

· April 29, 2026

Minutes stand as approved. 

UO Pres Remarks: 

University President Karl Scholz
· Follow-up to the recent budget announcement and ongoing planning process
· Beginning of an approximately six-month process of discussion and consultation, not a set of decisions being made now
Financial Context
· University revenue comes from: 
· Tuition
· State support
· Research funding
· Philanthropy
· Research and philanthropy performing well
· State support remains low relative to peer institutions; Oregon ranks near the bottom nationally
Enrollment
· In-state enrollment strong
· Non-resident enrollment down by approximately 400 students
· Contributing factors include: 
· Visa and international enrollment constraints
· Increased competition
· Declining trust in higher education
· Economic uncertainty
· Non-resident decline described as particularly frustrating
Demographics
· Declining birth rates
· Fewer high school graduates projected through 2041, with sharper decline in the western U.S.
Budget
· $65 million reflects a multi-year structural shortfall, not a single-year deficit
· Driven primarily by revised non-resident enrollment projections
· Similar patterns across peer institutions
Timeline
· Six-month planning period
· No major decisions expected over the summer or early fall
· Board of Trustees review anticipated in December 2026
Focus
· Maintaining academic strengths
· Student experience
· Long-term institutional sustainability

New Business:

· Vote: US25/26-15: Formation of the Academic Modification Advisory Committee; Edward Davis (Senate VP, Chair of the Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance)

Amendment  – approved with 31 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions.
Main motion – approved with 34 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions.

· Vote: US25/26-16: Procedures for collaborative input for significant academic changes at the University of Oregon; Edward Davis (Senate VP, Chair of the Committee on Oversight and Shared Governance)

Edward’s amendments: 31 yeses, 0 no’s, 1 abstention (McVay, until Dreiling amendment)
Michael Dreiling’s amendments: 31 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions
Main motion: 32 yeses, 0 no’s, 0 abstentions

· Intro: US25/26-20: Recommendation to protect the University of Oregon Libraries' role in the UO's educational, research, and service mission; Kate Mills (Senator, CAS-Natural Sciences), Pedro Garcia-Caro (Senator, CAS-Humanities), Benjamin Riesenberg (UO Libraries), Annie Zeidman-Karpinski (UO Libraries), Damon Campbell (UO Libraries)

Brief intro of motion. Will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote.

· Intro: US25/26-17: Establishing a Grade Pending (GP) Grade for Pending Academic Misconduct Cases; Kate Mills (Senator, CAS-Natural Sciences, Chair of Academic Council)

Brief intro of motion. Will be brought back to a future senate meeting for a vote. 

Open Discussion: None
Reports: 

· Update on service equity; Patricia Lambert (College of Design), Gerard Sandoval (College of Design)

Postponed until a future Senate mtg. 

Notice of Motion: None
Other Business: 

· Executive Session – Awards

Adjournment: 5:15 P.M. 
Attendance: 

Present: Sandy (Senate Secretary), Betina Lynn (Senate Executive Coordinator), Dyana Mason (Senate President), Edward Davis (Senate Vice President), Rachel DiNitto, Cole Stevenson, Norma Kehdi, Alejandro Vallega, Paula Ellister, Kate Celis Mills, Beth Harn, Erin Beck, Jesus Ramos-Kittrell, Erin McKenna, Michael Dreiling, Jay Butler, Annie McVay, Katherine Donaldson, Peter Walker, Andy Winden, Elizabeth Peterson, Chantelle Russell, Raymond Frey, Sarah Quesenberry, Spike Gildea, Jerry Rosiek, Anthony Hornof, Michael Tomcal, Barbara Mossberg, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Timothy Pack, Melynda Casement, Mark Fonstad, Dan Tichenor, Eric Corwin, Kersey Bars, Yizhao Yang, Nick Addington, Kris Seaman, Bob Choquette, Miriam Chorley-Schultz (subbing for Matthias Vogel), Becky Crabtree.
Excused:

Absent: 

Guests: Laci Hutto, Amanda Wojick, Kassy Fisher, Maram Epstein, Grant Schoonover, Alison Gash, Alicia Salaz, Lily Vuong, Kimberley Coles, Renee Dorjahn, Lillian Moses, Mel Chambon, Natalie Hurd, Jennifer LaBelle, Charlotte Moats-Gallagher, Cy Abbott, Shelley Watson, Joe Erickson, Kate Morris, Carol Keese, Joyce Chen, Rayne Vieger, Ben Schorzman, Chris Long, Benjamin Riesenberg, Ron Bramhall, Yvonne Braun, Jagdeep Bala, Shanon Langlie, Patricia Lambert, Kody Kelleher, Johnmartin Sherman-Lewis, Heather Wolford, Trent Lutz, Sasha Love, Kathy Stroud, Jenna Adams-Kalloch, Allison Blade, Kevin Reed, Toby Koenigsberg, Angela Chong, David Luebke, Jimmy Howard, Gerard Sandoval, Arafaat Valiani, Saul Hubbard, Sarah Allen, Meera Johnson, Dianne Tanuaquio, Nathan Whalen, Kimberly Marshall, Maggie Bosworth, Tish Stringer, United Academics, Shannon Rose, Jameson Bortnem.
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