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UPDATE: Jan. 17, 2018 - referred back to Senate Exec Committee for further revisions - 

REDLINE VERSION 

Section I 

1.1  WHEREAS the Mission Statement of the University of Oregon states: 

“We value our diversity and seek to foster equity and inclusion in a welcoming, safe, and 

respectful community”; and 

1.2 WHEREAS UO students have approached the UO administration with their concerns about 

UO policies and US policies that affect their well-being, safety, and academic success; and 

1.3 WHEREAS White Supremacist speakers and White Supremacist groups have been 

increasingly present on the University of Oregon campus; and 

1.4 WHEREAS White Supremacist groups have increased efforts to recruit on college campuses; 

and 

1.5 WHEREAS far right and White Supremacist organizations groups historically and currently 

leverage used disingenuous appeals to “free speech” in order to gain access to rights to incite 

violence at public universities; and 

1.6 WHEREAS other public universities have denied platforms to specific White Supremacist 

speakers/groups; and 

1.6 WHEREAS a commitment to free speech carries a concomitant duty to speak out in defense 

of values of democracy and inclusivity against the forces of racism and White Supremacy; and 

1.7 WHEREAS the history of White Supremacist organizations’ connection to violence against 

minority groups is unambiguous; and 

1.8 WHEREAS the State of Oregon has a history of White Supremacist group activity; and 

1.9 WHEREAS the Department of Homeland Security has stated that White Supremacist groups 

“continue to pose a persistent threat of lethal violence” to racial/ethnic/religious minorities; and 



1.10 WHEREAS hate and bias incidents  have increased by nearly 40% in Eugene, Oregon 

between 2015 and 2016, roughly half of which were racially motivated, as per the City of 

Eugene 2015 and 2016 Hate and Bias Reports; and 

1.11 WHEREAS the UO campus still prominently displays signs and monuments that glorify 

white colonization and domination, while failing to do enough to honor the work and sacrifices 

made for justice and equity; and 

1.12 WHEREAS, although campus has began to recognize people of color, women, and others of 

diverse backgrounds through actions such as the renaming of Dunn Hall to Unthank Hall and the 

naming of Kalapuya Ilihi residence hall, there is still more to be done. 

1.12 WHEREAS White Supremacist speech and organizing is a significant threat to our stated 

values, and members of our university community, especially marginalized demographics; 

Section II 

2.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the UO Senate denounces the views and actions of White 

Supremacist, White Nationalist, and Neo-Nazi groups as incompatible with the values of our 

university community; and recognizes their organizing on campus as a significant threat to the 

university community and our stated values; and 

2.2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the UO Senate urges the university administration and 

community to unite in solidarity speak out in unity against White Supremacist, White 

Nationalist, and Neo-Nazi groups to protect our values and our position as an institution of 

higher learning, and to prioritize protect the safety of members of our community who are most 

affected by their actions and message of hate. 

2.3 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that we request the University President, in consultation with 

the Senate President and student leaders, appoint convene an ad hoc committee task force 

charged with recommending the creation, placement, and wording of at least four plaques to be 

placed in relevant locations on campus (such as next to the Pioneer statues) designed to inform 

the community (consistent with our educational mission) about the history of white supremacy 

and/or its resistance on the University Campus, with the intention that the plaques will be in 

place by September 15, 2018. comprised of faculty, students, staff and administrators comprised 

of members from all campus constituencies to discuss, identify and propose campus education 

about the UO's history as it relates to diversity and inclusivity, as well as recommend changes, 

modifications, and additions to spaces and monuments which still narrate the campus along the 

lines of white supremacist mythologies. 

 

Resolution language to be replaced by the above amended text: 

 



Motion 

Section I 

1.1 WHEREAS hate crimes have increased by nearly 40% in Eugene, Oregon between 2015 and 

2016, roughly half of which were racially motivated, as per the City of Eugene 2016 Hate and 

Bias Report; and 

1.2 WHEREAS White Supremacist groups have been allowed on the University of Oregon 

campus by the administration; and 

1.3 WHEREAS White Supremacist speech and organizing is a direct threat to members of our 

university community, especially marginalized demographics; 

Section II 

2.1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the UO Senate denounces White Supremacist speech 

and organizing on campus as a direct threat to the university community; and 

2.2 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the UO Senate urges University of Oregon 

administration to pledge that they will dissuade and minimize the impact of White Nationalists 

and other hate groups on this campus to the best of their ability. 

 


