
Sara Mason – Candidate Statement 
 
As a current OA Council member, I am eager to continue to serve and bring all that I have learned during 
my first years of service to work smarter and harder to support OAs and our campus. In addition, I have 
had the fortunate opportunity to learn so much from fellow OA council members, from my time in the 
Vice Provost’s UO Leadership Academy, DEI Climate Survey Advisory work, my friends and colleagues in 
Native Strategies and so many of you personally through these difficult pandemic times.  
 
I am in the unique position, as I am both an alumnus of the University of Oregon as well as having served 
in several academic units and divisions. In addition, prior to joining the UO, I spent nearly six years in 
every department on campus as a generalist in sales and editorial development for a major higher 
education publisher. As a result, I am very familiar with the university from a number of perspectives. 
Combining my time in publishing, my first career on campus as a Fundraiser in 
Development/Advancement for the College of Arts and Sciences and then the School of Journalism and 
Communication, and my current role in Career Services in Student Life I spent near 13 years on campus. 
I then had the opportunity to connect deeply with our community as a fundraiser for human services 
and arts and culture in the non-profit sector. I have now returned to campus joining the Division of 
Student Life putting my relationship skills to work with employers and alumni at the University Career 
Center.  These experiences, along with my own identity as a woman with native American family 
heritage, whose mother and father had not finished college at the time I entered school, prepare me to 
bring insight, creativity, heart, and collaboration to the work of the Senate and/or OA Council.  
 
I deeply value higher education and all it provided me personally, professionally, and intellectually. I 
value what it provides a community and our society through education, research, and service. I also see 
its gaps, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities in our current culture and economic climate.   
  
If elected I will advocate for equity, inclusion, diversity, opportunity, and a student centered focus in our 
policies and investments of time, funds, and talent.  
 


